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Hand Out No: 18

Mission of PPR-free Punjab; accomplishing soon: Naveed Haider Shirazi

Programs are being set up to facilitate livestock farmers, which will prevent epidemics as well
as increase animal productivity. These views were expressed by Secretary Livestock Punjab
Naveed Haider Shirazi during an important meeting held at Veterinary Research Institute
Lahore. According to details, a meeting was held to work out an action plan for the control of
infectious disease PPR in sheep and goats. He stated that the disease causes high mortality rate
in sheep and goats for which vaccine production capacity of the department is being enhanced.
Departmental officials presented new reforms and suggestions regarding the PPR control
program. Dr. Afzal, Project Director, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
while endorsing the proposed control program and action plan, said that implementation will
be the key to success for this control program. Secretary Livestock Naveed Haider Shirazi said
that the PPR disease causes economic losses of 342 million dollars every year while data
collection, vaccine production and capacity building is being enhanced to eradicate this deadly
disease. He further said that all the field services have been mobilized under this action plan.
Secretary Livestock further said that vaccination and diagnostic facilities are being provided free
of cost to the sheep and goat farmers while the production capacity of the vaccine is being
extended from 22 million doses to 35 million doses per annum. The meeting was also attended

by Deputy Secretary (Technical), Director Generals and other officers.
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