_éi%—j- ~th
«if___-_ - YT

03 3L

| i ST ‘f_rz;(_z{, o ?)f:’lf
;ﬁu-’fb/‘s.;'uf il Lq_,"‘#ir!
S AL 8 ars,«'gv il
,.;,ﬂ"tp., It oy U’:Elhw— 21
l ’J"‘)Fk Jllu' ,uz‘r’"fu

JJL'ir L,’%,Jv-—"dl.; > ‘ls
<L,-E)c‘"_;5ﬂl]f"_uulfjf Tidiyg

-YFPA" Ju—\.;b /—é_f ) f‘s 3
& t},i | ;.,""J"'L W{PJL;}:&J’J e
7 ol \ e Pl ndisnd

iﬂ 3 JUL 203
(bt My

My 4 5’ (J‘fqr e Dl
j LBt f ot

202 gglyu A

] .-'_uu‘.y.g-—af Ju:kb?f-’r;k

Sl 8,

;;:332__’}’.»”3,

br_li.{. ;

W 4
uﬂ’Ji "J}.d{e

| HEALTH CORNER @

Sick As A Dog?
Pets Often Catch
Covid From Humans,
Study Finds

fyou think you have
COVID-I9, it might
be best to stay

away from your
pets, says the author of
a Dutch study that found
a surprising number of
dogs and cats may be

getting infected.
‘About one out of
five pets will catch

the disease from their
owners,” said Dr Els
Broens of  Utrecht
University in  the
Netherlands,  although
there are no known
cases of the disease
spreading from pets to
humans.

“Luckily, the animals
do not get very il
from it” In Broens'
study, presented this
week in a paper at the
Eurcpean Congress
of Microhiclogy and
Infectious Diseases, 156
dogs and 154 cats fiom
196  households were
tested in homes where
humans were known to
have had a coronavirug
infection.

About 17% of the
animals, 31 cats and 23

Ldogs, had antibodies for

COVID-19,  suggesting
they had been infected.

In addition, six cats
and seven dogs, or 4.2%
of the animals, had an
active infection as shown
by a PCR test.

Later testing showed
those animals recovered
quickly and did not pass
it on to other pets in the
same household, Broens
satid. COVID-19is thought
1o originate in bats and it
has been known since
the first months of the
pandemic that non-
human mammals can be
infected, but few become
seriously ill.

Only minksare known
to have been infected hy
humans and then passed
the disease on to other
humans. Broens said the
affection owners have for
their cats and dogs may
play a role in the pets'
high infection rates.

"Alot of the pet owniers
are in very close contact,
Tike they sleep with their
animals in their bed, so
you can imagine that
therek close contact, so
that transmission can
take place,” she said.
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