
The role of private sector in imparting skills to the youth and rural women is 
commendable, said Livestock Minister Sardar Hasnain Bahadur Dreshak 
during a meeting with a delegation of FACE, a subsidiary of Fauji 

Fertilizers Group. According to the details, a delegation of FACE, Food 
security and Agriculture Centre of Excellence; a subsidiary of Fuji Fertilizer 
Group, called on Livestock Minister Sardar Hasnain Bahadur Dreshak. 
COO FACE Maliha Malik highlighted the role of the institute in providing 
easy agri-loans and agricultural machinery. Minister for Livestock stated 
that the economic development of poor farmers is part of the government's 
priorities for which the department is working on various projects including 
provision of silage machines at tehsil level and up gradation of veterinary 
hospitals.  He said that farmer training programs of Fuji Fertilizer Group 
would help in the effective implementation of development projects. He reiterated 
his commitment to take full advantage of the cooperation of private sector and said that 
this cooperation would play a positive role in the national economy. Dr. Asif Raq, 
Director Communication and other members of the delegate were also present in the 
meeting.

Livestock economic development our 
ultimate objective: Hasnain Dreshak
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The Virtual Governance System 
9211 is a comprehensive system 
in which all modules best 

represent the departmental service 
delivery model. This was stated by 
Director General (Extension) Dr. 
Ehtisham ul Haq during an important 
meeting held at the Livestock Complex. 
According to details, a meeting was held 
at the Directorate of Planning to review 
and improve the performance of virtual 
governance system 9211. Director 
Planning Dr. Muhammad Ashraf gave a 
detailed brieng to the participants 
about the system. Participants made 
suggestions and recommendations 
about system performance and all 
modules. Addressing the meeting, 
Director General (Extension) Dr. 
Ehtisham ul Haq said that it was 
impor t an t  t o  bu i ld  t he  v i r t ua l 
governance system on the principles of 

"ease of doing business" to facilitate 
access to all departmental affairs. 

Director General (Research) Dr. Abdul 
Rehman said that it was imperative to 
complete the upgradation of supply 
cha in  management  sys tem and 
inventory stores as soon as possible so 
as to improve the facil i t ies for 
vaccination and treatment of animals. 
Deputy Secretary (Technical) Dr. 
Usman Tahir stated that, , on an average, 
more than 37,000 services are being 
provided to cattle breeders daily 
through this system. 

“Virtual governance system 
must be updated on the 

principles of ease of doing 
business”

Director Communication Dr. Asif  Raq, 
ofcials from Punjab Information & 
Technology Board, departmental desk 
ofcers and divisional focal persons also 
attended the meeting.

Director Livestock Lahore Division Dr. 
Kanwar Muhammad Naeem suggested 
that the performance of the department 
can be reviewed at the individual and 
collective level only by connecting the 
human resource management system of 
the department to 9211 system. 

9211 system; a comprehensive model of service 
delivery says Director General (Extension)



International Youth Day 2021

‘Role of youth crucial for global food security’ 
says Hasnain Dreshak 

Su s t a i n a b l e  f o o d 

p r o d u c t i o n  a n d 

supply chain is one of 

the biggest challenges of the 

c u r r e n t  e r a ,  a n d  t h e 

importance of the livestock 

sector cannot be neglected in 

this regard. These views were 

expressed by Minister for 

Livestock Sardar Hasnain 

Bahadur Dreshak during a 

seminar on the occasion of 

the International Youth Day 

12th August 2021. Hasnain 

Dareshk participated as a 

special guest in the seminar 

organized at the Children's 

Library Complex, Lahore. 

Gender  Youth  Al l iance 

President Muneeb Sohail 

said that young people are the 

future of Pakistan and the 

role of youth in all sectors 

from farm to fork is the 

economic future of the 

country. Addressing the 

seminar, provincial minister 

said that the youth is our 

future and the right use of 

t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e 

development of the country 

can play a positive role in the 

society. 

Talking about the role of the youth in food 

security, the minister said that resource 

utilization should be aimed at educating our 

youth for global food security challenges and 

poverty alleviation. He said that the livestock 

sector is of paramount importance in the food 

security sector, which is directly linked to 

food production and income generation. He 

added that livestock department is working 

hard to meet the shortage of food under the 

vision of the Prime Minister of Pakistan 

through its agship initiatives of propagation 

of rural poultry and save the calf/ feedlot 

fattening. He told that more than 0.7 million 

poultry birds have been distributed at 

subsidized rates, while over Rs. 634 million 

subsidies has been distributed among 

successful livestock farmers across Punjab. 

He further said that various developmental 

schemes to increase milk production such as 

provision of silage machines, genetic 

improvement of livestock breeds and 

improvement in departmental service 

delivery model. Provincial minister also 

planted a tree under the monsoon plantation 

drive. The seminar was also attended by 

Director Communication Dr. Asif Raq and a 

large number of youth.



Additional Secretary (Admin) Khizar Hayat visited flood-prone areas of Mandi 

Bahauddin & peripheries along with Director General (Extension) Dr. Ehtisham ul 

Haq. Additional Secretary (Admin) reviewed the flood 

preparedness plan of the department & passed the direction to 

district and local administration. He said that Livestock 

Vaccination Campaign is being carried out with full zeal & 

zest by department's field formation as a prophylactic measure 

for possible flood calamities. 

Additional Secretary also 

planted a tree at CVH Mandi 

Bahauddin under the Clean & 

Green Pakistan and Moonsoon Plantation initiatives. Additional 

Secretary Khizar Hayat reiterated department's commitment to 

achieve 80K annual & 35K seasonal plantation targets as soon as 

possible and said that tree plantation is a valuable tool against 

the threats of climate change & water shortage.

“Livestock Punjab fully prepared for flood threats” 
Additional Secretary visits flood prone areas.

First ‘Science into Action’ workshop by 
Dairy Beef Project & PARC

T
he Dairy Beef Project of the University of Veterinary and Animal Sciences (UVAS) 
Lahore in collaboration with Pakistan Agricultural Research Council organized first 
"Science into Action" workshop. Australian High Commission Dr. Geoffrey Shaw 

was the chief guest. Dr Geoffrey Shaw highlighted the importance of whole family extension 
approach for smallholder farmers to increase the farm production and profit. The Australian 
team; Research Program Manager Dr. Anna Okello, Australian Center for International 
Agriculture Research (ACIAR) gave virtual talk on ACIAR's experience with policy 
engagement with various examples. The participants brought up ideas to improve and support 
the policies recommendations for best extension services and 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  f o r 
s m a l l h o l d e r  f a r m i n g 
families. The workshop 
focused on the current 
l i v e s t o c k  e x t e n s i o n 
systems, its challenges, and 
solutions. Dr. Asif Rafiq 
(Director Communication 
&  E x t e n s i o n )  w h i l e 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  L & D D 
Punjab, lauded the concept 
of "Science into Action" discussion group and stated that the initiatives 
like these can help policy makers in formulation of a broader extension 
system at provincial and national level. UVAS Vice-Chancellor Prof Dr. 
Nasim Ahmad, Vice-Chancellor University of Education Lahore (UE) 
Prof Dr. Talat Naseer Pasha, Animal Husbandry Commissioner Dr. 

Khursh id  Ahmed  and 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m 
livestock departments of 
Sindh, KPK, Baluchistan, 
N R S P ,  L D D B , 
stakeholders from private 
sector also participated in 
workshop while Dr David 
McGill and many other 
Australian experts virtually 
joined the event.

Researchers in Austria may have found an 
unlikely solution to the problem of plastic 
pollution: cows and the microbes found inside 

their rumen. Researchers from the University of Natural 
Resources and Life Sciences (BOKU) in Vienna, the 
Austrian Center of Industrial Biotechnology and the 
University of Innsbruck found that the microbes and 
enzymes found within rumen can break down common 
plastics, including those widely used for plastic bags, 
bottles, textiles and food packaging. The researchers 
tested the effect of rumen on three types of plastic; 
polyethylene terephthalate (commonly known as PET), 
polybutylene adipate terephthalate (PBAT) and 
polyethylene furanoate (PEF). Professor Georg Gübitz, 
from BOKU stated that rumen could break down 
plastics because it is trained to digest difficult-to-
degrade food matter, including the plant polymer cutin; 
a waxy substance found in plants. Cutin is a polyester, 
not identical, but similar to PET (the most common type 
of plastic, found in plastic bags and food packaging) and 
this study can pave a path for viable organic solution for 
plastic recycling. The problem of plastic pollution is 
widely documented and last year, a separate study 
predicted that the world will have 710 million metric 
tons of plastic by 2040 while there are estimated to be 14 
million metric tons of micro plastics sitting on the ocean 
floor.             (Courtesy: edition.cnn.com)

Cows can break down
 hard-to-recycle plastic: study



consultative meeting on “National 
Surveillance Strategy for AMR in 

Bacterial Isolates from Sick Food 
Animals” organized by Fleming Fund 
under  the  l eadersh ip  o f  Animal 
Husbandry Commissioner Ofce, 
MNFSR at Islamabad. Animal health 
experts from veterinary diagnostic 
labora tor ies ,  working  under  the 
Livestock and Dairy Development 

Departments of all Provinces participated. The objective was getting 
suggestions on expanding the national AMR surveillance strategy towards 
clinically sick animals, as there is ongoing AMR surveillance in healthy 
food animals. Participant from L&DD department Punjab included Dr. 
Ehtisham ul Haq (Director General Extension), Dr. Muhammad Sohail 
Khan (Disease Investigation & Control Ofcer, Bahawalpur), Dr. Mobeen 
Sarwar (ADIO), Dr. Saad Ullah (ADIO), Dr. Farhan Afzal (Senior 
Research Ofcer, PRI), Dr. Faisal Islam (Senior Veterinary Ofcer, Rahim 
Yar Khan),Dr. Waheed Ahmad (Senior Veterinary Ofcer, Hazabad) and 
Dr. Shazia Nazir (Veterinary Ofcer, PRI). Dr. M. Akram (Deputy Animal 
Husbandry Commissioner) indicated that 
animal health sector is efciently working 
for national AMR surveillance in Pakistan 
and cooperation between all the stake 
holders is crucial for achieving the goals.  
Dr. Khalid Naeem Khawaja (Former 
Scientist NARC), Dr. Agha Waqar Younas 
(Director General NVL) and Dr. Murtaza 
Andrabi (Director Animal Sciences 
Institute, NARC) also participated in the 
meeting.

FMD Outbreak 

Investigation Training 

Workshop by FAO Pakistan

Two days’ workshop on FMD Outbreak 

Investigation concluded in Islamabad. The 

training workshop was organized by Food & 

Agriculture Organization, Pakistan. Veterinarians 

from Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhawa livestock 

departments participated in the 1st batch of training, 

including Dr. Muhammad Bilal, Dr. Tariq Azam,    

Dr. Muhammad Imran and others. Project Director 

FAO Pakistan, Dr. Muhammad Afzal and his team 

discussed, in detail, the essential steps for an outbreak 

investigation which can play a major role in capacity 

building of the eld staff in FMD control program. 

The trainees were briefed about epidemiological 

techniques and outbreak report writing as well. The 

participants were also sent to the eld for an exercise 

of outbreak investigation protocols. This training is a 

par t  o f   FAO’s  ongoing  pro jec t  en t i t l ed 

“Enhancement of Foot & Mouth disease control in 

Pakistan” and the participants had been selected on 

the basis of a written test conducted earlier. The 2nd 

batch of this training workshop will include inductees 

from Sindh and Baluchistan.

Capacity building of Cold Chain ofcers

One day training on "Supply Chain Management Module" 
conducted by Planning Department L&DD held in Veterinary 

Academy UVAS. Focal persons from department's Cold Chain 
Supply Sections across Punjab participated. Participants were 
briefed, in detail, by PITB & P&E ofcials about Biologics 
Inventory Management. Additional Secretary (Planning) Khalid 
Mehmood Ch. along with Deputy Secretary (Technical) & Director 
Breed Improvement also graced the concluding session. Director 
P&E Dr. Ashraf stated that 9211 system efciently monitors 
biologics from Production to Inoculation through digital 
governance model. Additional Secretary Planning Khalid 
Mehmood Ch. stated that module-wise training sessions of virtual 
governance system are being conducted for efcient performance 
delivery.

Strategic meeting on AMR 

by Fleming Fund UK
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Flood Control Measures

Sargodha DivisionGujranwala Division Lahore DivisionDG Division

Clean & Green Punjab Campaign

Lahore Division Gujranwala Division

Bahawalpur Division FSD Division Sargodha Division Sahiwal Division

Livestock Vaccination Campaign
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Distribution of Poultry Units

Inspection Of Feed Mills and Wanda

FSD Division

Farmer Day
Rawalpindi Division Sargodha DivisionBahawalpur Division

Gujranwala Division

Mutlan Division D.G Khan Division
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